OBJECTIVES
(a) the cultivation and promotion of SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY in all its branches;
(b) to publish such proceedings, journals, memoirs, transactions and other works as may be considered
desirable;
(c) to organise a Science Library;
(d) to organise meetings and hold discussions on scientific and technological problems;
(e) to promote scientific and technological research concerned with the problems of national welfare;
(f) to undertake, through properly constituted committees and bodies, such scientific work of technological
or public importance as it may be called upon to perform;
(g) to co-operate with other organizations in India and abroad, having similar objects, and to appoint
representatives of the Academy to act on national and international bodies;
(h) to secure and manage funds and endowments for the promotion of science and technology;
(i) to do and perform all other acts, matters and things that may assist in, conduce to, or be necessary for the
fulfillment of the above mentioned aims and objects of the Academy;
(j) to create an adequate impact of the Academy all over the country, it may open Chapters of the Academy
in other cities in the country, where reasonable number of scientists are interested.

ACTIVITIES
Publications - The Academy has been publishing two quarterly journals - Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, India (Section A - Physical Sciences) and the Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences, India (Section B - Biological Sciences) since its inception in 1930. Since 1978 it is also
publishing a bi-monthly journal, the National Academy Science Letters for speedy publication of
important research work. It also publishes the Annual Report, Year Book and different publications
related to the Annual Sessions.
The Academy‟s Journals are accessible on website http://nasi.iiita.ac.in/library (courtesy IIIT, Allahabad).
Annual Sessions - The Academy has regularly been holding an Annual Session in a scientific and
academic institution. In the recent past such sessions have been held at Roorkee, Ranchi, Bhagalpur,
Guwahati, Nagpur, Goa, Cochin, Madurai, Bhavnagar, Gwalior, Jaipur, Tiruchirapalli, Jammu,
Hyderabad, Meerut, Udaipur, Bangalore, Chandigarh, Tirupati, Aurangabad, Bhubaneshwar, Bhopal,
Lucknow, Allahabad, Pune, Shillong, Ahmedabad, Jaipur and Pondicherry. These Sessions provide an
opportunity for presentation of research papers by Members and Fellows of the Academy. The sessions
are popular and draw young and senior scientists alike from far and wide.
Symposia/Seminars - Besides the Annual Session, the Academy holds symposia, seminars, and
workshops on subjects of current national and scientific interest. The proceedings as far as possible are
published as special volumes and recommendations sent to concerned agencies and authorities. The
subjects of symposia held in the recent past include “Science and Technology Education - Concerns and
Perspectives” (October 1998, Lucknow); “K.S. Krishnan Birth Centenary Symposium on Condensed
Matter Physics” (December 1998, Allahabad); “Information Technology and its Applications” (November
1999, Bhopal); “School Science for India of Tomorrow” (April 2000, Allahabad); “Brain Storming
Session on Mathematical Modeling for Glacier Studies” (August 2000, Allahabad); “Harnessing Science

& Technology for the New Era” (November 2000, Allahabad); „Coping with Natural Hazards” (October
2001, Pune); “Biodiversity : A Scientific Approach - Agenda for the 21st Century” (October 2002,
Shillong); “Astronomy in the New Millennium” (October 2003, Ahmedabad); "Science & Technology for
Desert Development" (December 2004, Jaipur) and Symposium on “Excitement of Science” (October
2005, Allahabad)
Science Communication Activities - For about last 15 years, the Academy and its different Chapters are
also holding science communication programmes to generate scientific temper among the students and
general public. The major components of science communication activities are – Science Extension
Lectures, State Level Science Contests (Quiz, Debate, Oration, Exhibition, Essay, Scientific Creative
Writing and Painting), Talent Search, Teachers‟ Workshop and Celebration of National Technology Day
and National Science Day. The Academy also gives an Award, The National Academy of Sciences, India
– Science Teacher Award, to a Science Teacher of an Intermediate College of U.P. every year for his/her
keen interest in out of the class science activities and also for generating scientific temper among the
students.
Fellowship/Lecture Awards - To honour the scientists for their significant contributions, the Academy has
instituted Meghnad Saha Distinguished Fellowship and several Award Lectures such as Prof. A.C. Banerji
Memorial Award Lecture, Prof. Meghnad Saha Memorial Award Lecture, Prof. N.R. Dhar Memorial
Award Lecture, Dr. B.P. Pal Memorial Award Lecture, Dr. P. Sheel Memorial Award Lecture, Dr. P.
Sheel Memorial (Young Woman Scientist) Award Lecture, Prof. Saligram Sinha Memorial Award
Lecture, Prof. R.C. Gupta Endowment History of Science Award Lecture, Prof. R.N. Tandon Memorial
Award Lecture, Prof. B.K. Bachhawat Memorial Young Scientist Award Lecture, Prof. B.K. Bachhawat
Memorial Award Lecture, Prof. U.S. Srivastava Memorial Award Lecture, Prof. Shri Ranjan Memorial
Award Lecture and Award Lecture in the field of Toxicology.
Library - The Academy has a well organized library known as Dr. Sir Padampat Singhania Library in
which there are two sections, one for the research students and teachers and the other for school students.
As a new activity internet facility for educational purpose is also being provided to the students freeof-cost.
Chapters - The Academy has 14 Chapters located at Allahabad, Bangalore, Chandigarh, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Jammu, Kharagpur, Kolkata, Lucknow, Mumbai, Patna, Shillong (N.E. Chapter), Uttaranchal
and Varanasi. These Chapters organize scientific activities in and around their respective regions. The
Chapters also maintain a library of the publications of the Academy.

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations of the Academy

The Platinum Jubilee Celebrations of the Academy including, a National Symposium on „Excitement
of Science‟ were inaugurated by Hon‟ble Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, President of India, and an Elected
Fellow of this Academy on October 6, 2005 at Allahabad. Honorary Fellows like Hon‟ble Prof. Murli
Manohar Joshi, Prof. M G K Menon , several other Fellows , Members, University Teachers and
„Who is Who‟ in Indian Science were present on this occasion.
Earlier the Platinum Jubilee activity of the Academy was initiated by the lecture of Prof. M.G.K.
Menon, Honorary Fellow and Past-President of the Academy on „Excitement of Science (1905 –
Miraculous Year of Einstein‟s Discovery : The 100 Years since)‟ on January 22, 2005 in the
Auditorium of the Academy at Allahabad.
At the inaugural function on October 6, 2005, the following publications of the Academy were
presented to the President of India –
1.

History of the Academy entitled “The Journey of NASI (1930 - 2005)” by Prof. B.N.
Dhawan, Chief Editor, Proceedings of the Academy (Biological Sciences).

2.

Souvenir by Prof. (Mrs.) Manju Sharma, Past President of the Academy.

3.

A Profile of the Academy by Prof. H.Y. Mohan Ram, a senior Fellow of the Academy.

4.

Special Issue on “Infectious Diseases of Domestic Animals and Zoonoses in India” by Prof.
(Mrs.) Veena Tandon, Editor of the Issue and Council Member of the Academy.

5.

A book on “Safe Water, Health for Success” by Prof. V.P. Sharma, Past President of the
Academy.

Ms. Vijayalakshmi Seth, Chief Post Master General, Uttar Pradesh presented a Special Cover with
Special Cancellation on The National Academy of Sciences, India to the President of India.
Several other activities including the following were held during the Platinum Jubilee Year–
(i)

„Satellite Symposia‟ in different parts of the country.

(ii)

„NASI-Platinum Jubilee Lecture Series‟ – Lectures by eminent scientists all over the
country.

(iii)

Lectures in Colleges for (10+2) level science students to ignite them for excitement in
science by Fellows/Members spread throughout the country.

(iv)

Children Science Awareness Programme.

(v)

Safe Water, Health for Success Programme in Collaboration with HLL.

(vi)

Making available the exposition of the three papers of Einstein viz. on Relativity, Brownian
Motion and Photoelectric Effect which have revolutionized Science to students in Hindi,
Bangla and English.

(vii)

Publication of the Proceedings of the Symposium on „Excitement of Science‟.

The Platinum Jubilee Celebrations of the Academy were extended upto October 2006 and the
concluding function of the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations was held during the 76th Annual Session of
the Academy at IIT- Bombay, Mumbai from October 6-8, 2006. During the Annual Session a
Symposium on “S&T in the Service of Society” was also held. Both the Functions were inaugurated
by Hon‟ble Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji , Prime Minister of India on October 6,2006.
The Academy made a new beginning of having closer interaction with the industry and instituted
(1) NASI-Reliance Industries Platinum Jubilee Awards, two each in the fields of Physical and
Biological Sciences. Each awardee is given Rs. Two lakhs.
(2) NASI-Young Scientist Platinum Jubilee Awards in the fields of Physical, Chemical and
Biological Sciences limited to five in any year. Each awardee is given a Bronze Medal, a
Certificate and Rs. 25,000/-.
(3) NASI-Platinum Jubilee Chairs at a basic pay of Rs.26,000/- p.m. plus allowances as per
Govt. of India rules and a contingency grant of Rs.1,00,000/- p.a. initially for a period of 3
years.
(4) NASI-Senior Scientist Platinum Jubilee Fellowship. The fellowship consists of an
honorarium of Rs.20,000/- p.m. plus allowances as per Govt. of India rules and a contingency
grant of Rs. 50,000/- p.a.

Post Platinum Jubilee Activities
77TH A Session and Symposium: The Academy, in association with Central Food Technological

Research Institute (CFTRI), Mysore, organized a symposium on “Novel approaches for food and
nutritional security” during its 77th Annual Session held at CFTRI, Mysore from December 6 – 8,
2007. Dr. (Mrs.) Manju Sharma, the Past President of the Academy, took the lead (as Convener) in
organizing this Symposium. The Symposium and 77th Annual Session were inaugurated by Hon‟ble
Prof. M.G. K. Menon, Advisor, Indian Space Research Organization, Govt. of India and Past President
of the Academy on December 6, 2007.

Symposium on “Environment and Pollution” on the occasion of World Environment Day (June
5, 2008)
The Academy, in consonance with the theme of Vacation Training Programme and Summer School
(Natural Resources: Dynamics and Management) also organized a symposium on “Environment and
Pollution” on the occasion of World Environment Day (June 5, 2008). The motive behind, was to
acquaint the budding scientists with several issues related to environment and pollution; and also to
motivate them to take steps for the conservation of biodiversity.
78th Annual Session and Symposium :
The 78th Annual Session of National Academy of Sciences, India and Symposium on Novel
Approaches for Biomedical Research were jointly inaugurated in the University Auditorium of Panjab
University, Chandigarh on November 21, 2008. The Chief Guest, Honourable Smt. Laxmi Kant
Chawala, Health Minister, Panjab, Prof. M.G.K. Menon, Prof. Ashok Misra, Prof. P.N. Tandon, Prof.
V.P. Sharma, Dr. Manju Sharma, Prof. A.K. Tyagi, Prof. P.K. Seth, Fellow and Members of the
Academy, Prof. R.C. Sobti, Vice Chancellor of the University and delegates were present on this
occasion.
The Opening Session of the Symposium was chaired by Prof. Mrs. Manju Sharma, formerly Secretary,
Govt. of India, Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology, New Delhi. Prof.
P.N. Tandon, President, National Brain Research Centre, Manesar delivered a theme lecture on “
Paradigm shift in practice and research of medicine”. Prof. Tandon, discussed about the trends in
medicine in terms of preventive medicine, restorative medicine and augmentative medicine. He also
described the goals of health care in terms of promoting health, predicting and treating diseases;
emphasizing on changing need of health care in the modern times, thus demanding a paradigm shift.
He discussed about advances in molecular biology, biotechnology, information technology, increasing
use of computers and impact of the emerging nano- technology, to revolutionize medical and health
care in the modern world. He also emphasized on the role of psychological and social approaches in
dealing with psychological and social pathologies that have now become a major problem in
maintaining the public health and stressed on the biomedical research encompassing social,
psychological and economic dimensions of the society.
The symposium was then addressed by several distinguished scientists; and finally , Prof. P N Tandon
and Prof. Mrs. Manju Sharma drafted a concise recommendation on the basis of two days fruitful
discussions held during the symposium.
Inter-Academy Collaborations (a) The National Academy of Sciences, India together with other two Science Academies. Indian
National Science Academy, New Delhi and Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore are jointly
sponsoring the Summer Research Fellowship under the joint Science Education Panel to provide
opportunities to bright under-and post-graduate students and teachers to usefully spend their
summer/winter vacations, at a research laboratory for a period of two months.The joint Science
Education Panel also proposes to make recommendations for reforms in UG-PG curriculum.
(b) Academy through the sincere efforts of Prof. Ashok Misra, Immediate Past President has
recently initiated collaboration with Chinese Academy of Sciences, China on bilateral issues like
mutual exchange of scientific information by exchanging our periodical publications and providing
link in each others websites, mutual exchange of Academy personnel and students, conduct joint

seminars and workshops for exchange of ideas in frontier areas of S&T; and collaboration in areas of
mutual interest like clean water and environment.
Projects/Studies of Social Relevance –
The Academy has undertaken the following projects/studies of social relevance –
1. Reducing macro and micro-nutrient malnutrition through popularization of functional food
supplements adopting bio-village approach.
2.

Bio-technological approaches for food and nutritional security of the children.

3.

Issues of water-borne parasitic diseases.

4.

Climate change and its impact on health and agriculture.

5.

Natural resources awareness.

6. Impact of OBC Reservation Policy in Higher Education Institutes in India with the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai.
7. A critical study of karanapaddhati : rare scientific manuscript in Sanskrit, a subject relevant
to our heritage, with IIT Bombay.

